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—Isaiah Ixii: 1. 


THE VISION OF PEACE. 


For Zion’s sake I will not hold my peace and 
for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest until her 
Just One come forth as brightness, and her Sav- 
jour be lighted as a lamp.”” So sang the Prophet 
Isaiah the song of ransomed Israel, for to him had 
been given a brighter vision of the coming Messiah 
and the Redemption of the Lord’s people than to 
any of the sages of God-that had preceded him. 

Nineteen centuries ago the Messiah came. 


has been fulfilled since in the history of the Cath- 


to be accomplished ere for Zion’s sake the pro- 
phets of the Lord can hold their peace and for 
Jerusalem's sake they may for ever rest because 
to the utmost ends of the earth the Righteous- 
ness thereof has gone forth and the Salvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth. 

From age to age the battle between righteous- 
ness and unrighteousness, betwéen the Captain 


swayed to and fro wherever the Standard of the 
Cross has been lifted to dispute with the Old 
Dragon the supremacy over the peoples and king- 
doms of the earth. As with Israel and Amalek 
in the valley of Rephidim so has it been in the 
age-long struggle for the final mastery between 





For Zion’s sake I will not hold my Peace, and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest 
until her Just One come forth as Brightness, and her Saviour be lighted as a Lamp. 


the Church of God and the gates of hell, now 
Amalek prevails, now Israel. But all along from 
generation to generation the seers of Christ have 
had their visions of peace, and in the day of 
seeming defeat they have cheered on God's 
Israel with prophesyings of the glorious tri- 
umphs soon to be realised by the Church and the 
utter discomfiture of Satan at the last, for Jesus 
Christ must surely reign until all the kingdoms 
of this world shall become the kingdoms of the 


| Lord’s Anointed 


Much that Isaiah wrote was literally fulfilled ere | 
Emmanuel took His session in heaven; much | 


olic Church; but much, very much still remains | 


| 


of our Salvation and the Prince of Darkness has | 


THE VISION OF ST. FRANCIS. 

Seven hundred years ago one like the Prophet 
Isaiah arose, who sang his song of evangelical 
peace amid the clang of warring factions, and 
prophesied of unity with schism and heresy 
storming the citadel of the Papacy, while the 
Successor of the Fisherman saw in a dream the 
representative Church of Christendom (St. John 
Lateran) tottering, as though about to fall. 

Oh, the vision beautiful of St. Francis, how it 
cheered the drooping spirits of the army of the 
Lord and won new and glorious victories for the 
Catholic Church when her foes pressing on from 


| every side were most confident of success. 

The Schism of the East, which St. Francis and 
his sons labored so zealously to terminate, still 
remains unhealed and since our holy Father's 
day, many other children of the Church have alas 
wandered away from Catholic Unity. 


| 
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Was then the vision beautiful of a reunited 
Christendom, which St. Francis saw, a mirage 
of the desert? Has the Devil so effectually 
divided the disciples of Christ that there is now 


omnes unum sint,” will ever be answered and 
must we bow down before the gates of hell and 
confess that not only Isaiah and St. Francis were 
false prophets, but that even the Son of God 
Himself foretold the impossible when He said: 
“Other sheep I have which are not of this Fold, 
them also I must bring and they will hear My voice 
and there shall be one Fold and one Shepherd?” 
Still with St. John we answer: “This the Vic- 
tory which overcometh the world, our Faith.” 


MULTUM IN PARVO. 


Any of our readers having a copy of the May 


Lamp (1910) which they do not wish to keep will | 


confer a great favor by sending the same to us. 


The Chinese government has made English the 


official language in the high schools of the empire. | 


English is becoming more and more the franca 
lingua of the whole world; a fact which speaks 


eloquently of the cosmic influence of the English | 
and American peoples and the vast importance of | 


winning their allegiance in larger measure to the 
Catholic Church. 


,. Anselm J. Ke ,, O. F. M., for many | 
Mov. Austin J. Kennedy, O. F. M., for y | entered the Catholic Church, thus following the 


years pastor of St. Patrick's Church, Buffalo, has | 


been chosen provincial of the Order of Friars 
Minor of the Order of St. Francis for the province 
of the Holy Name. 


This elevation of Father Kennedy to the highest | 


office within the gift of the Franciscan priests of 
the eastern section of the United States, or the 
District of the Holy Name, as it is known in the 
order, is well merited by his excellent work in 
Buffalo and elsewhere and meets with the popular 
approval of his many parishioners and friends. 
Father Anselm, as he is known among his 
parishioners, was born at Mapleridge, N. Y., in 
1863. He was taught in the parochial school and 
in 1881 began his studies for the priesthood, re- 
ceiving his theological education at St. Bonaven- 
ture College, and at Paterson, N. J., and was or- 








dained to the priesthood May 26, 1888. He was 
connected with parishes at Butler, Pa., and Den- 
ver, Col., and came to Buffalo nine years ago, 


| assuming charge of St. Patrick’s church. 
no longer hope that the prayer of Christ, “U1 | 


He is known for his loyalty, zeal and decp de- 
votion to his parishioners and is widely known 
among Catholics of Buffalo. On assuming charge 
of St. Patrick’s he found a difficult task confront- 
ing him. He entered upon the field with an ag- 
gresstveness that resulted in a compicte rcunion 
and reorganization of the congregation until now 
it is one of the strongest parishes in Buffalo both 
in numbers and in high financial standing. 

The retiring Provincial Rev’d Edward Blecke 
is appointed Guardian at St. Francis Monastery, 
West 3ist St., New York, which has just been 
made the Provincial House. 


Giving up the Presbyterian religion, which he 
had expounded throughout the United States 
while working for that church in the capacity of 
an evangelist, Rev. Dr. Albert Hudson Kaylor, 
56 years old, embraced the Catholic faith on his 
deathbed in St. Francis’ Hospital, Philadelphia, 
shortly before he died. 

There is in Philadelphia a band of faithful 
members of the Rosary League of Our Lady of 
the Atonement about fifteen in number, the 


| majority of whom have just made their submission 


to the jurisdiction of the Vicar of Christ and 


Graymoor precedent of less than a year ago. 


Now that the great Eucharistic Congress, the 
first that graced the new world is a matter of 
history, the coming event in ecclesiastical Amer- 
ica will be the splendid ceremonies attending the 
consecration of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New 
York City, on October 5th and 6th. All joy and 
heaven’s richest blessing be to his Grace, the 
Venerable Archbishop of New York, on the day 
which witnesses the consummation of what to 
him has been almost the labor of a lifetime, ever 
since as Secretary to Cardinal McCloskey he kept 
the books, received and paid out all the moncys, 
which in those earlier days of its construction 
were expended upon the Gothic fame, originally 
conceived and started by Archbishop Hughes. 
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That the organization of Italian congregations 
is making encouraging progress in the United | 
States, would appear to be evident from the facts 


shown here. We quote from the Freeman Journal: | 

Baltimore has 3 Italian churches and 3 Italian priests; 
Boston has 8 Italian churches, 15 priests, 2 parochial 
schools attended by 750 pupils; Chicago, 10 churches, 
17 priests, 1 parochial school with 850 pupils; Cincinnati 
bes 1 church and 1 priest; Milwaukee, 2 churches 2 
priests; New Orleans, 1 church, 5 priests; New York, 
2% churches, 55 priests, 6 parochial schools with nearly 
4000 pupils; Philadelphia, 13 churches, 21 priests, 3 
parochial schools and 1,600 pupils. 

Fifty other cities also possess their several churches and | 
their flourishing parochial schools. Altogether there are 
219 Italian churches, 315 priests, 41 parochial schools, 254 
teachers and 13,000 Italian pupils scattered throughout 
the Union. 

In New York City where the problem of Italian immi- | 
gration is more acute than anywhere el@, much has been 
done to help the new arrivals. In many cases, priests of 
other nationalities have learned the Italian language in 
order to be able to minister to the needs of the Italians of | 
the outlying districts. The San Faffacle Society was or- 
ganized in New York in 1883 for the protection of the | 
Italian immigrant. There are two Italian Catholic week- | 
liesin America: the “Italiano in America” and the “Verita.” 





The Paris “Eclair” gives welcome news of the | 
fate of the famous Abbey of Solesmes from which | 
the Benedictine Fathers were expelled by the 
French Government. Such is the esteem in | 
which the Benedictines are held in France that 
twice when the Abbey was put up to auction not 
a bid was made. After these vain attempts to | 
dispose of the property a committee of men of | 
letters, under the presidency of M. Victor Char- | 
pentier, took steps with a view to getting the 
Government to give them on easy terms the splen- 
did granite building on the banks of the Sarthe. 
The intention was to set up at Solesmes a sana- 
torium for savants, painters and others. The 


proposal was not received very favourably by the | 


Catholic public in France, many of whom cherished 
the hope that the Benedictine monks would one 
day return to their beloved cloisters. M. Maurice 
Barrés, who was a member of the committee, re- 
signed and the project fell through. The Abbey 
has now been offered for sale a third time, and 
has been purchased by the Marquis de Juigné for 
three hundred thousand francs or twelve thousand 
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pounds. The “Eclair” believes that his object 
was to save it for the Benedictines, and predicts 
that when the fitting time comes it will be re- 
stored to them. We trust the prophecy will be 
realized. 


Lights and shadows mingle, America tells us: 
“The Catholics of France enjoyed some little 
consolation when at the end of the violent period 
of the rupture with Rome the Government pro- 


| mised to let Catholics enjoy the use of the ex- 


propriated churches and generously offered to 
keep the edifices in repair. But not it appears 
that too much confidence was reposed in Briand 
and his men. From all over France come com- 
plaints that roofs are falling in and walls are 
tumbling. Why do not the people repair them? 
The Government will not allow it. In one ‘n- 
stance in spite of voluntary offers to undertake the 
work, the authorities refused until the edifice was 


| a public menace and then set engineers to blow it 


up. The outlook is that in a few years there will 
not be a church in France where you can say your 
prayers.” 


From the London Catholic Times we quote the 
following : 

Through the death of Miss Florence Nightingale has 
disappeared a woman who did honour to humanity. 
Catholics have regarded her work with more than or- 
dinary appreciation because tke spirit wich animated her 
has from the earliest ages been manifest in the action of 
the Church. Her first impulse to do something for the 
relief of suffering was generated by literature in which the 
story of Catholic devotion to the sick was touchingly told. 
From books of travel she learned what Catholic organiza- 
tions were doing in the field of labour. Actual experience 


| she gathered from the Sisters at the Convent of the Sacre 


Coeur, Paris, where she was permitted to stay for some time, 
visiting the poor with them and emulating their humani- 
tarian zeal. There she contracted ties of friendship and 
when she fell ill tender care was lavished on her by the 
Sisters to whom she had so much endeared herself. In the 
magnificent services which she rendered the army during 
the Crimean War she received the hearty co-operation of 
Catholic nuns, and at the close of the campaign the Superior 
in charge of the Sisters of Mercy who had been engaged in 
the discharge of similiar duties gave expression to the ad- 
miration she felt for Miss Nightingale’s success in over- 
coming the difficulties caused by muddling and mismanage- 
ment. What the wor'd owes to the initiative of this noble. 
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hearted woman has since been fully recognized as when she 
was accorded the highest distinction the Crown could con- 
fer, in the shape of the Order of Merit, bestowed on her and 
the chorus of approval was uri versal. 


We insert the following taken from Rome: 


If we cast our eyes towards the somewhat gloomy and 
troubled horizon which ushers in the eighth year of the 
pontificate of Pius X, we might be tempted to ask whether 
the ardent wish of the Holy Father to see “all things restored 
in Christ,” is being fulfilled. Beyond a doubt it is; true a 
cruel war is being waged on many sides against the Church 
but this is a good rather than a bad sign; our enemies find 
that there is a force resisting their own. The rallying of 
the French bishops round the See of Peter, the constant 
stream of pilgrims to the Eternal City and the submission 
with which, in most places, the Encyclical on Modernism 
was received tell their own tale. The rapid progress which 
is beirig made with the codification of the Canon Law, the 
reunion of the smaller seminaries, together with the im- 
petus which has been given to every branch of ecclesiasti- 
cal studies speaks eloquently of the accomplishment of the 
Sovereign Pontiff'’s desires. Finally the great increase, 
im every part of the world of the practise of frequent and 
even daily Communion is one of the greatest proofs that all 
things are indeed being restored in Christ. The Church 
has weathered many a storm and come out triumphant, and 
we feel sure that under the guidance of Pius X, she will 
triumph too over the storm which at present is raging; and 
which owes most of its force to the power of the Freemasons 
and Socialists. While we admit the bright side of the 
question, it is not a moment for idle complacency in our 
past and presert ~'ctories; but rather a goad to renewed 
endeavour and united action against the forces whieh 
fain would see us crushed, nay even exterminated. 


The following letter from the London Morning 
Post speaks for itself: 

Irresponsible tourists, many of whom are tactless senti- 
mentalists, or vulgar globe-trotters,come to Oberammergau 
merely out of idle curiosity. They cannot enter into the 
feelings of Norah, in that delightful old novel “Quits,” 
who preferred not to make acquaintance with the presen- 
ters of the holy characters in their daily life. On the con- 
trary, they run after them and try to “lionize’”’ them in 
the most injudicious way. I overheard one foolish woman 
chaffing another who had to be satisfied with a room in the 
house of Judas, whilst she had successfully obtained a 
lodging in the house of Christus. Another wealthy woman 
boasted of taking Christus for a ride in her car. Picnics, 
winding up with dancing, are got up also by misguided 
hotel-keepers, and on one of these occasions I was told by a 
friend that a lady was heard telling Anton Lang “how much 
she admired his beautiful blue eyes." However, Anton Lang 
himself is quite above and beyond all this adulation, and 
one only has to see him to be absolutely assured that he 





can be only sorry for the folly of these ill-judged fia: terers, 
The egregrious bad taste of it all is nevertheless very offen. 
sive, + an che < 
regard the performance of the Passion Spiel as a great { 

in uplifting and preserving their Christian belief. 

The tourist agencies have given out that this will be 
the last time the Sacred Play will be performed at Ober. 
ammergau; but this has only been announced to attract 
greater crowds to the remaining six weeks of the represen- 
tations. There may, however, be so much truth in this 
statement that the villagers themselves may think it wiser 
to postpone the next reproduction of their play for two 
decades. There is no doubt whatever that a great many 
of the lodging-house keepers have fallen too much into 
line with the agents and “touters” and have established a 
character for themselves of being blackmailers. The poorer 
people who flock to Oberammergau to the Nach Spicl, or 
the performance following the stated representations, re- 
gard it quite in the best light, +. ¢., as a “Holy Pilgrimage,” 
and Anton Lang is very strict in keeping seats at a low price 
for them, and will not allow them to be crowded out by rich 
tounssts. 

I hope, by ventilating this grievous state of affairs, | 
may succeed in persuading all English-speaking travelers to 
try by their influence to restrain their compagnos de voyage, 
who are perhaps unintentionally injuring the high traditions 
of a primitive and deeply spiritual village community 


FRANCISCAN K ALENDAR. 
BL. Ludovica, W. Cl. 
20th after Pentecost.—The Holy Rosary. 
Vi rt jor Tertiaries.—SS. Cosmas and Damian 


po po 


St. "Preacis, ad pPounier a the Franciscans. 
Bl. John of Pinna, C., O. F. M. 
Mary Frances, V. 7 


21st oo Pentecost.—The Maternity of the Blessed 
Viegi 

St. Penacis Borgia, C. 

The Octave of St. Francis. 

St. Seraphin, C. O. M., Cap 

SS. Daniel and Comp., MM., O.F.M. 

St. Callistus, P.M. 

St. Theresa, V. 

22d after a. ag —The Purity of the Blessed Virgin 

St. Hedwi 

St. Luke, iv. 

St. Peter of Alcantara. C., 


PPNK oe 


O.P.M. 


ter Pentecost —i. John Capistran. 
St. Edward, K. 
BL. Promtinnt Caldelora, C., O.F.M. 
St. Linus, P.M. 
St. Bruno, C., Founder of the Carthusians. 
SS. Simon and Jude, App. 
Bl. Paula V., Cl. 
24th after Pentecost—The Holy Relics in the Fran- 
ciscan Churches. 
Vigil, Fast Day.—B\. Thomas, C., O.F.M. 
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ENGLISH NOTES. 


From our Lonpon CorRRESPONDENT. 


A sensation has been caused in Anglican circles 
by the resignation of his living by the Rev. A. R. 
C. Cocks. Mr. Cocks has been vicar of one of the 
most “advanced”’ churches in England, S. Bartho- 
lomew's, Brighton, since 1895. 
Chichester has called upon him to give up the 
Observance of the Assumption, All Souls’ Day, 
and Corpus Christi, and to refrain from exposition 
and other means of encouraging adoration of the 
reserved Sacrament (the Bishop permitting res- 
ervation “solely for the purpose of communica- 
ting the sick” Mr. Cocks replied that 
than submit he would resign his benefice 
al letters passed, the Bish« »p desiring Mr. Cocks 
to give up what was “Roman and modern” and to 
abide by the main principles that prevailed in the 
Prayer Book of 1549—principles “Catholic and 
primitive."’ The Vicar, on the other hand, de- 
dared that he could not abandon what is sanc- 
tioned by “the Catholic Church.” So Mr. 
Cocks, with “great regret,”’ has resigned. 

For those who have eyes to see, the incident 
ought to be instructive. There we 


sooner 
Sever- 


have a 


Bishop appealing to a past age—the “primitive | 
Church”’—which was indeed the teaching Church | 


for those of its day but is not, im ome sense, the 
Church that teaches today. In order to know 
what to practise and believe a Catholic is not 


told to hark back to a dead and gone past, he | 


learns what the Church has always held from the 
living voice of the Church of the 20th century. 
Mr. Cocks, as well as his Bishop, desires to be 
Catholic, but, also like the Bishop, he has his own 
private interpretation of Catholicism. 


Souls’ Day and the Immaculate Conception and 
Corpus Christi are enjoined by the Catholic 
Church. But Mr. Cocks’s conception of what and 
where the Catholic Church is is just that of Mr. 


Cocks’s sub-section of the Anglican Communion | 


and is stoutly denied by all other Christians in the 
world. 


Since writing the above the resignation of the 


Rev. F. Hinde, Vicar of the Annunciation, Brigh- | 


The Bishop of | 


| are in reality Protestant. 
| Church of England they are in the position—a 


It is true, | 
as the Vicar says, that the observance of All | 
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ton, has followed upon that of Mr. Cocks. His 
case has been a matter of discussion with the 
Bishop for some time. 
Benediction. 

The Vicar of another Brighton church, the Rev. 
E. F. Nugent, S. Martin’s, has refused, so it is 
announced, to submit to certain of the Bishop’s 
requirements, though he will give up Benediction. 
Strong efforts are being made to heal the breach 
in the case of S. Bartholomew's, and the latest 
statement issued to the press is by the Bishop, 
and is to the effect that he will consent to the 
withdrawal of the resignation of the Rev. A 
Cocks, “if he will discontinue to use the Blessed 
Sacrament reserved for the sick at any public 
service.” The Bishop says that this is “the only 
issue.’ So it is by no means certain 
that another Anglican compromise is not pending, 
Today's 
“Times” announces the resignation of Mr. Cocks 
of his membership of the Brighton Board of 
Guardians. Matters in Brighton are in a highly 
interesting position, and anything may happen. 
It is, however; too early to say if the Brighton 
trouble will result in an exodus of any large pro- 
portion, though it will almost certainly open the 
eyes of at least some individuals. 

Perhaps one reason why more “advanced” 
Anglicans do not make their submission to the 
Catholic Church is this: believing themselves to 
be Catholic-minded above all others, Roman 
Catholics, Easterners and other Anglicans. they 
As members of the 


He refuses to give up 


pomnt at 


though of course that may not be so. 


delightful one to some minds—of free-lances. 
“Professing scrupulous observance of Christian 
docility and ecclesiastical subordination, they 
recognise no authority on earth, not even that of 
their own Bishops, usurp every function they choose 
to perform, and become a law to themselves.” 
The “Three Branch” or the “United Episcopate” 
theory of the Church—both theories repudiated 
ty all save their own little sub-section of the 
Christian Body—reduces the supporter thereof 
to the position of any avowed Protestant. There 
is a certain satisfaction, no doubt, in feeling that 
one belongs to “the elect,” the “select circle,” 
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free to defy the “Protestantism,” of one’s own 
Anglican Bishop while refusing to accept the 
“exaggerated authority” of Rome. 

But it would be both uncharitable and untrue 
to say that “advanced” people of the kind I have 
mentioned are in the least degree conscious of 
the essentially Protestant condition of their minds. 
Protestant in intention they certainly are not, but 
all unwittingly they are Protestant-minded indeed. 

Though the “No Extremes” Party has suc- 
ceeded in ousting them. and the Protestant Party 
will rejoice still more loudly, the parishioners of 
the Annunciation lament the approaching de- 
parture of the devoted clerics who have worked 
hard among them for years All honour to the 
men who are suffering for conscience’ sake. They 
are marked men so far as the Anglican Church is 
concerned; no Bishoprics or rich Livings will 
come their way now; but they won't mind that 
Would that other “advanced” men who are 
valiant enough in the columns of the Church 
Times and on E. C. U. platforms made such a 
practical protest. 

BISHOP MATHEW AGAIN. 

Bishop Mathew has notified the public in the 

Times that “It is our intention to erect a properly 
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Nottingham has promptly suspended th pair 
| from ecclesiastical powers and faculties. Accor- 
ding to the Morning Post both priests “have made 
an appeal to the Pope, and they have rciused 
te recognise the suspension while the matter is 
under consideration at Rome!” It is difficult to 
imagine what the two priests expect to gain by 
their appeal. The Morning Post's account 
| (which reads as though it was an “ins; ired” 
communication) says that “the cause of off 
| would seem to be that these priests unit: 
divine worship with Bishop Mathew, of th: 
Catholic Church, and that they applied t 
for, and accepted, episcopal consecration 
anticipated that both will now unite in the 
|}of the Old Catholic Church.” Yet they have 
appealed to Rome! Bishop Mathew’s friends 
appear to have original ideas of schism and juris- 
diction. I know for a fact that Bishop Mathew is 
forever on the look-out for discontented clerics, 
| whether Catholic or Anglican. He has been 
| making a bid for some perturbed Anglican clergy- 
|} men in the South of England. There are the 
| usual mysterious hints in the press about a num- 
| ber of dissatisfied Roman Catholic priests who are 
about to join the Old Catholics here, but ‘tis a 
phantom army or, at most, reducible to Fathers 
| Beale and Howarth and (perhaps) one or two 
| more gentlemen who may have got into trouble 
with their authorities. 
Londinium. 


constituted hierarchy at an early date, and to | 


establish bishops, each with a staff of clergy and a | 
well-equipped theological college for the trainin | 


of students for the ministry,” and is making an 

appeal for funds. There seems to be a comma mis- 

sing, or is each bishop to have a “well-equipped 

theological college”’ at his service? I do not think 

that Bishop Mathew will be overwhelmed with of- 

fers of financial assistance from the British public. 
FIRST RECRUITS. 

In 1901 Fathers Beale (Nottingham) and 
Howarth (Corby) were created Monsignori. Car 
dinal Vaughan considered that he had good reason 
for taking the unusual step of requesting the with- 
drawal of those honours. Within a few days the 
Briefs of Appointment were withdrawn by Rome. 
The two Fathers protested against the with- 
drawal as uncanonical and invalid, but ultimately 
Father Beade returned his Brief. However, the 
two priests seem to have become men with a 
grievance, and Bishop Mathew has just conse- 
crated them, doubtless as members of his “‘proper- 
ly (!) constituted hierarchy.” The Bishop of 


ANOTHER ENGLISH LETTER. 


THE BRIGHTON TROUBLES AND REUNION. 
To the Editor: 

The interesting article in the last issue of Tae Lamp on 
the return of a Baptist congregation to the Mother Church 
was very welcome reading. I took the liberty of making 
use of it for a Sunday sermon, during the next week I 

| mentioned the incident to a clergyman, by no means a 
high churchman, he replied, What a blessing it would be 
if all the Baptist Congregations in the world followed their 
example, would there were more Father Stroebeles to 
gather them in, not only Baptists but all Protestant de- 
nominations. Greeks and Anglicans then would surely 
knock at the door and crave admission and we should 
witness the one fold, under the one Shepherd.” Mr. 
Cocks of S. Bartholomews, Brighton, has resigned his 
charge being unable to obey the injunctions of the Bishop 
of Chichester, with regard to reservation and the keeping of 
such festivals as Corpus Christi and the Assumption the 
observing of All Souls’ Day. It is thought Mr. Hind of the 
Church of the Annunciation will also resign for the same 
cause, send Father Stroebele over to hold a mission at these 
Anglican Churches in Brighton, the harvest is ready for 
their return to the Mother Church. O. C. R. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE LITTLE BIRDS. 


(Chantecler, Act. IV.—by E. Rostand, of the 
French Academy.) 


Translated from the French for Tae Lamp. 
Scene I. A Rabbit, at the entrance of his 
burrow; 
INVISIBLE CHOIR OF THE BIRDs. 
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A Rabbit. 
"Tis the hour when slowly two warblers, whose 
first 
Wears a black hood and the other a brown cape, 
For one lives in the gardens and the other among 
reeds, 
Are saying their night prayer. 
A Voice, in the boughs. 
O God of the birds! 
Another V oice. 
Or rather,—for ‘tis well above all to know, 
And the vulture has not the same God as the 
lark! 
O God of the little birds! 
1 thousand Voices, in the foliage 
O God of the little birds! 
The First Voice 
Who to lighten us didst put wind into our bones 
And to beautify us azure on our wings, 
Thanks for this radiant day, for the brook where 
we drank, 
The corn that our diminutive bills have picked, 
For endowing us with such tiny little eyes 
That descry the foes invisible of men, 
For providing us, gard’ners as we are, 
With handsome little tools of horn, light and dark, 
Which are pruning-scissors and cleaners of 
The Second Voice. 
Tomorrow, we shall fight thistles and smut: 
Forgive us, tonight, our venial faults 
And for having stripped two or three currant- 
bushes. 
The First Voice. 
That we might sleep well, You must needs Your- 
self 
Breathe on-our eyes, which three eyelids close. 
Lord, if inhuman man, by throwing us stones, 
Repays us for enfolding him in songs . 
And fighting the weevil off his daily bread; 
If in some treacherous net our family is caught, 
Make us remember sweet Saint Francis Assisi 
And that we must pardon te man his snares 
Because a man has said: ““My brothers the birds!” 
The Second Voice, in tone of a Litany. 
And thou, Francis, great Saint, who blessedst our 
wings... 
Thousands of Voices, in the foliage. 


Pray for us! 
The Voice 
Preacher of the swallows, 
Confessor of the chaffinches 
All the Voices. 
Pray for us! 
The Voice 
Dreamer 
Who believedst in our soul with such ardor, 
That our soul, since then, is forming and pr 
ing! 
All the V oices 
Pray for us! 
The First Voice 
Obtain for us, Francis Assisi. 
Some barley 
The Second V oice 
Some wheat 
Another 
Some millet! 
The First Voice. 
Amen! 
All, in a buzzing through the forest 
Amen! 
Chantecler, issuing from the hollow-tree. 
Amen! 





IN DARKEST AFRICA. 


By Right Rev. Xavier Vogt, D.D. 

The station at Mhonda, consecrated to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, was founded thirty years 
ago, in the mountains of Ngurn, situated some 
miles from the coast. At that time the mission- 
aries were the only Europeans on the eastern coast 
of Africa, and the difficulty of their situation may 
be imagined. More than once they were the 
center of the numerous tribal wars in which the 
savage blacks engage so freely, and on several | 


A GROUP OF NATIVE CHRISTIANS. 


occasions were the objects of hostility on the part 
of the chiefs. 

But having come among these people solely fer 
their spiritual good, the Fathers were not to be 
deterred by difficulties. They visited the sick, 
ransomed the slaves, baptized the dying, and by 
their kindness gained the good will of the people. 
But the Catholic religion, so foreign to the beliefs 
of the pagan, necessitating so complete a change 
in their condition, had to be inculcated slowly, and 
many years passed before any notable change was 
observed. 

About ten years ago, however, a remarkable 
change seemed to pass over the Blacks, and a 
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general movement toward the mission was noticed. 
The figures will show the number of our converts, 
for we have now more than three thousand full- 
fledged Christians and about two thousand cate- 
chumens. The younger Christians, educated in 
the schools of the mission, are engaged in teaching 
the little ones and adults. The great work of the 
missionary consists in visiting the schools and the 
parents, trying to induce them to send their 
children to be instructed. The greatest difficulty 
was with the girls, for the Blacks do not like to see 
their daughters attend school. To overcome this 
difficulty about two years ago some nuns came 


Courtesy af Good Work 


out here, and to our great happiness their success 
with the Blacks was almost instantaneous. 

But our church here is ‘so pitiably small that 
only a few hundred of our congregation can get 
intoit. It was built over twenty years ago, so you 
can imagine how sadly we are in need, not only of a 
new, but of a larger building. When we say Mass 
on Sundays hundreds of our Christians are forced 
to remain outside under the trees. You will 
freely realize what a drawback this is, and how 
unfavorable to the progress of our work—for how 
can the missionary insist on attendance at Mass 
on Sunday under these conditions? As to the 
sort of Christians which these poor pagans make 





I am sending you the faithful translation of a | THE PARISH OF THE SACRED HEART, 


letter which was written by one of them to Father 
Munsch. The writer is a young Black, baptized 
Denis, and is twenty-one years old. He had been 
for many years a student at the mission, and 
some six months ago he was stricken with a 
malady which closely resembles leprosy. This is 
his letter—truly a wonderful exhibition of what 
may be done with these affectionate and tractable 
people. 

“My pear FatHer Munscu: 

“I salute thee affectionately, my father, my 
master, my counsellor! I, Denis, greet thee, the 
guide of my soul! I am not well, my body is but 
one great sore, I suffer, and am in pain. Yet I 
do not weep because of this. It is nothing. I 
welcome this that God has sent upon me. I am 
young, and it is necessary that God will send me 
suffering; it is also necessary that I accept this 
suffering and receive with joy. 

“Oh, my Father, I remember well the story 
thou hast told of Job, the good man who bore all 
tranquilly. I would be like Job, a servant of 
God, in spite of pain and misery. I welcome all 
from the hand which created me. If one would 
merit the grace of God, one must suffer. 

“And again, my Father, with St. Paul I lift 
mine eyes to Him, knowing that this world is not 
all. Perhaps I shall soon be called to the reward, 
of those who love and serve Him. 

“Pray for me, my Father! “Denis.” 

And thisis the heart of a poor Black!- Gook W ork. 

(What about sending a contribution to help build 
at Mhonda a larger church? Tue Lamp will 
head the subscription with ten dollars. Who will 
follow?— Editor of Tue Lamp.) 


Agents wanted for Tue Lamp in all large cities. 
Write for terms which will be very liberal. All 
our readers are asked to help in increasing THE 
Lamp’s circulation. 

“Love, sympathy, unselfishness and forbearance are 
not bad equivalents for breeding and etiquette and have 
the additional advantage of meeting new and unusual 
conditions which sometimes occur even to the most con- 
ventional.” 
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BOSTON. 
By Rev. Frederic Orosz. 


“There is One in your midst whom you know not.” 

There is in Catholic Christianity an element of 
hiddenness; the real triumph of the Church, and 
her real and most important work are hidden from 
the eyes of the world, although she is also “like 
unto a city set on a hill.” The principal duties 
and obligations of her priests and of the Religious 


| of both sexes, who consecrate their whole lives 





to her service are fulfilled in secrecy: meditation, 
the recitation of the divine office, which rises in 
an odor of sweetness day and night, to the throne 
of the Most High, the grace of the sacraments, the 
dearly bought victory of the soul over the pas- 
sions, the continual conflict of the “power that 
maketn for righteousness” with the “prince of 
this world,” and the “powers of darkness,” all 
these things are known in their fullness and reality 
to God alone. 

That it should be so is only to be expected in a 
Church which is the continuation and perpetua- 
tion of the life of Christ in the world; through 
Catholic Christianity the Incarnation is, as it 
were, continually renewed. The life of the 
Incarnate Word is continued to the end of time in 
the members of His mystical body, which is the 


| Church. And as in our Lord's earthly life there 


were ten years of hiddenness to one of publicity, 
so in the mystical life which He lives in the Church 


| the hiddenness predominates. But this element 


of hiddenness does not prevent the Church from 
being in the truest and fullest sense of the word a 


| visible society, and much of her hidden and inte- 
| rior beauty gleams through Her outward manifes- 





tation in the world of sense. They who seek can 
find it, but of course they will only see as much of 
it as their eyes bring with them the power of 
seeing. 

A SLUM PARISH. 

The beauty of the Church is radiant for example 
in what might be called slum parishes, or in 
parishes which need not be exactly in slums, but 
the vast majority of whose members are very 
lightly endowed with this world’s goods; such, 
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for example, the Parish of the Sacred Heart. 
North Square, Boston, Mass., in c ze of the 
missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo, who belong 
to a society founded by the late Bishop Scala- 
brini of Piacenza, and whose chief work is the care 


of Italians in the United States. 


553 
with people from early morning until late in the 
evening. Comparative stillness reigns mostly 
after dark, but in the day-time the sound of hu- 
man voices never ceases. A stranger would think 
the people were quarrelling, such is the tone of 
voice and the vehemence of gesticulation. The 


THE VERY REV. FATHER GREGORI, PASTOR. 


North Square does not happen to be square. 
Perhaps it is called so by some “Jucus a non 
lucendo” principle. It is rather a_ lop-sided 
triangle than a square. It is in the very heart of 
the Italian quarter of Boston. It is thronged 


“Square” is always crowded with children playing 
at all sorts of games, and of course screaming. 
There are hotels and banks and stores of every 
description, and last but by no means least, a 
church. The Church of the Sacred Heart, with 
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the clergy house adjoining, the latter a high, 
ungainly four storied house, with a roof garden, 
where the fathers take their brief daily recreation. 
The church was once a non-conformist place of 
worship, and it might be taken for one still were it 
not for the cross on the top of the facade, and for 
the continual going in and coming out of all sorts 
and conditions of human beings. 

Through the untiring zeal and energy of the 
present pastor, the Very Rev. Father Gregori, the 
interior, both of the basement and of the upper 
church, has been entirely renovated. Over the 
high altar there is a tasteful representation of the 


I had the pleasure of accompanying hi 

visit to this interesting spot. He paid a 

the fathers and declared he had seen nothing n 
interesting during his whole stay in Boston : 
their church and their clergy house, and 1 
truly edifying mode of life. We had just come from 
the fashionable high Church of the Advent, which, 
with the exception of a young lady playing the 
organ, was empty. A goodlt number of silent 
worshipers were in the Church of the Sacred 
Heart, some making the Way of the Cross, some 
saying their Rosary, some kneeling in silent adora- 
tion at the altar rails, “What a contrast,” | 


A CONFIRMATION CLASS. 


Assumption in “alto-relievo.”” Some good stained 
glass windows have been presented by members of 
the congregation. The church is lighted, but by 
mo means over-lighted, by electricity. It is 
always open and the people come and go as they 
please. They are, after all, “the Church,” the 


“living stones of the spiritual. temple,” the | 


“house not made with hands,” “eternal in the 
heavens.”” What would the structure of bricks 
and mortar be without them? It is made for 
them, not they for it. 

FATHER BENSON'S IMPRESSION. 


While Fr. Hugh Benson was in Boston recently 


remarked. “How different from the Church of 
the Advent.” “Yes,” said Father Benson, “this 
is alive, the other was dead.” Herein lies the 
whole sacred charm of this wonderful parish. It 
is teeming with spiritual life and activity. The 
church is never empty from early in the morning 
until. quite late at night. There are four daily 
masses and seven on Sunday. The daily masses 
are very well attended while on Sunday from four 
to five thousand people hear mass. Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament is given every night of the 
week, while throughout the year there are frequent 
novenas, triduumsand sermons for special occasions. 
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A striking and I believe unique service in this 
country is the blessing of the sick and afflicted 
individually with the most Sacred Host. This 
service takes place on the evening of the first 
Friday of each month. The sick come up tothe 
altar rails and the priest blesses each one separate- 
ly with the Body of the Lord, while another priest 
prays aloud, all the people repeating each invoca- 
tion after him. “Lord, that I may see! Lord 
that I may hear; O Lord thou canst make me whole, 
say but the word and Thy servant shall be healed ; 


Thou art the Christ the Son of the Living God; 


Hosana to the Son of David!’ The ceremony 
closes with Bene- 
diction of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
during which the 
priest and acolytes 
in the sanctuary 
and the people in 
the body of the 
church sing the 
Litany of Loretto 
as it ought to be 
sung, from begin- 
ning to end, and 
the “Tantum Er- 
10.” 
HARD WORK AND 
SELF-SACRIFICE. 
With regard to 
the life of the 
clergy in charge of 
this parish one can only say that it is one of con- 
tinual hard work and self-sacrifice. They live 
like poor men among poor people, at whose beck 
and call they are day and night. They know they 
are shepherds who exist for the sake of the sheep. 
Baptisms, weddings and funeraJs take place at all 
hours. There is no fixed hour or day. Last year 
there were four hundred weddings and fifteen 
hundred baptisms. The material help given to 
the needy is truly marvellous, when one considers 
the scanty means of the parish. The St. Vincent 
de Paul gave out $800 in alms the first year. On 
an average from 12 to 14 families are helped week- 
ly with money, or clothes, or food, or the entire 


CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART, NORTH SQUARE. 


price of their rent. For truly “the poor ye shall 
have always with you.”’ In one year the fathers 
placed more than 50 orphans in different homes. 
Besides the work of their own parish they are in 
constant attendance on Italian patients in differ- 
ent hospitals, some of them situated at a consider- 
able distance from North Square. It is always to 
them that application is made, should any Italian 
patient require spiritual help. Needless to say 
they are always ready and willing to go. Without 
being bound by religious vows of poverty and 
obedience, the Fathers live like true Apostolic 
Religious. The little that they have they have in 
common, and they 
live under strict 
and loving obedi- 
ence to their su- 
perior, although 
the word authority 
is never even 
mentioned, much 
less harped upon. 
THEIR 

HOSPITALITY. 

As I have fre- 
quently been the 
guest of these true 
missionaries I feel 
I am fulfilling a 
duty of gratitude, 
if I mention the 
whole-hearted and 
ity which they extend to each and all who come. 
Their poverty has not made them stingy, for it 
is “Holy” poverty, which is not a spirit of 
hoarding up and saving, but one of giving, or 
rather a spirit of laboring and earning, and econ- 
omizing so that one may have all the more to 
give. For the poor as for the rich it is “more 
blessed to give than to receive.” Why should 
the poor be debarred from practicing the virtue 
of magnanimity and hospitality? Thus no one, 
either priest or layman, is every turned away. 
A distinguished Italian ecclesiastic, Dr. Pizani, 
visited Boston recently. He was the guest 
of the fathers for ten days. They gave four 
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dinners in his honor to which they invited some 
ten or twelve of the most prominent members of 


the Italian colony, thus giving Dr. Pizani an ex- 


cellent opportunity of learning from the lips of 
intelligent laymen something of the condition and 
the needs and of the progress of his compatriots 
in Boston. They also hired a hall at their own 
expense in which Dr. Pizani delivered an eloquent 
and able address on the subject, “Italica Gens” 
{the Italian people) to an immense audience. 
Surely this society of Italian missionaries is 
deserving of the good will of all who have the 
Church’s triumph at heart. Such a society will 
save many from the oft deplored “leakage” and 
it will prepare the way for generations of intelli- 
gent and conscientious Christians who alone are 
capable of being not merely desirable but invalu- 
able citizens. 


NON-CATHOLICS OF GOOD WILL. 


Certainly the following words, spoken on the 
occasion of welcoming Cardinal Vannutelli, the 
Papal legate, by Monsignor Bruchesi, Archbishop 
of Montreal at the opening of the Eucharistic 
Congress were well spoken and highly felicitous 

“I deem it a duty on this solemn occasion to make known 
to your Eminence the extraordinary good will with which 
our separated brethren greeted the name of our Congress. 
Their leading dailies have spoken of it as a solemn and * 
inspiring event, while several prominent men have offered 
to welcome our distinguished guests. They respect our 
tabernacles. Their attitude in viewing the passage of the 
Sacred Host through our streets will be most courteous. 
They understand that we are logical with the faith and 
convictions for which we would be ready to die, and they 
thereby render a silent homage to that far-reaching 
movement by which the English Parliament so lately 
tesponded to the appeal of the millions of Catholic sub- 
jects of the empire in rescinding the obnoxious clause 
from the royal declaration. Is this the awakening foretold 
by many? Is it a step toward doctrinal unity? Are the 
old time days returning’” 


One of the finest descriptions of the Congress we | 


have read appeared in The Churchman (Anglican) 
of New York, and it would have done credit to 
any Catholic paper in the country. Who can tell 
what the Eucharistic Congresses of the future may 
do in drawing our separated brethren into Catho- 
lic unity. 


A RECENT CORRESPONDENCE. 


} 
| Published by consent of the writers, an Angli- 
can Enquirer and a Catholic Priest. 
The Anglican Enquirer. 
Reverend and Dear Sir: 
| Iam unknown to you, but take the liber: 
write a personal letter. 
| I am an Anglican in deepest sympathy with 
| the Catholic revival in the Church, but having 
my direct environment almost entirely Protestant. 

Many times have I tried to make myself be- 
lieve that the Anglican position is entirely right 
and the Roman entirely wrong. 

While not an ardent student of Church history, 
and not very well learned in the same, neverthe- 
less what little I have read has brought my mind 
to bear for the time on whatever side the literature 
at my command dealt with. 

With deep interest I have read various short 
articles bearing on the subject that have appeared 
from time to time in Church periodicals, viz.: 
The Living Church, The American Catholic, and 
Tue Lamp. I have also read with deep interest 
Bishop Grafton’s Pro Romanism and his Cor- 
respondence with a Roman Priest in Fond du Lac. 
Also the Prince of the Apostles by Father Paul, 
S. A. and the Rev. Spencer Jones. 

I am at present reading Dreamer’s Everyman's 
History of the English Church. 

I have had a conversation with one Anglican 
priest on this subject, he taking the stand of the 
Bishop of Fond du Lac, and various indirect 
talks with other Anglican priests. 

Still, through it all I feel, and have felt for 
years past before reading very much, or indeed 
thinking very much about it, that the Roman 
Church in its loyalty to the Chair of Peter is right, 
and the rest of Christendom is wrong. 

THE WEAKNESS OF ANGLICANISM. 

Somebody altered history. The Anglican 
blames the Roman for it, and vice versa. Yet it 
seems to me the matter written and expounded 
in favor of Anglicanism is more or less weak, and 
between the lines can be read the fact that the 
Church of England was dependent upon the 
Papacy from the start to the sixteenth century. 
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The change under the Tudors to the Royal Su- 
premacy was a violent usurpation by Caesar of 
the sovereign rights of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore I conclude that the Church of Eng- 
land and the Episcopal Church in America are 
astray on this point, and can only regain their 
ancient and true position in Christendom by 
acknowledging the authority of the Vicar of 
Christ on earth. This is an easy point, but what 
of the following? 

ANGLICAN ORDERS. 

When the breach between England and Rome 
occurred the English Church was in full possession 
of Holy Orders. It seems very evident that to 
this day those Orders have been carefully guarded 
and preserved, and rightly and duly transmitted 
and given to the American Church. One can feel 
that, as some queer things happened in the six- 
teenth century and later some irregularities may 
have crept in, so great seemed to have been the 
prejudice against the Church, and so apparent 
the carelessness and listlessness of those in 
authority especially in puritan days. But Holy 
Orders in the Anglican Church, as far as I have 
been able to ascertain, had not been questioned 
nor condemned until the Papal pronouncement 
of some years ago. 

A QUESTION OF CONSCIENCE. 

Personally, I feel we Anglicans are in full pos- 
session of Holy Orders, and having been bap- 
tized and confirmed, by a priest of the Church of 
Ireland and a Bishop of the American Church it 
would be a mortal sin to repeat these exercises 
which leave their marks upon the soul, .or it 
would be denying the Holy Ghost if I individually, 
or the Anglican Church as a body, entered the 
Roman Communion, for does not Rome require 
such a repetition? It seems to me that reunion 
with Rome, as long as she retains her present 
attitude regarding the above, is impossible; and 
individual submission is a mortal sin. 

Therefore, from this point of view and with 
the “open mind” both Communions are standing 
in each other’s way and preventing reunion; 
and at the same time praying for it. Now, what 
can be done? Have we not tied God’s hands? 
(I write with reverence.) 


In the above I think I voice the opinion of a 
great many Anglican Churchmen and women. 

Under the circumstances, how can I get into 
what I feel is the true Church, when, sealed once 
with the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Ghost, I 
only commit sin, and, at the same time, remaining 
as I am, feel that I am an outcast and a lonely 
wanderer? 

The Catholic Priest's Reply. 

My dear Mr—-: 

I hope you will pardon my delay in replying to 
your interesting letter of almost a month ago. 
The delay I assure you was not intentional. 

The difficulty you find yourself in is one com- 
mon to an increasing number of Anglicans, who 
have come to see the truth of the Papal claims and 
the corresponding falsehood of the Anglican denial 
of Papal Supremacy but who still cling to the 
belief in Anglican Orders and have the idea that 
should they enter the Catholic Church they would 
by being re-baptized and re-confirmed (and in the 
case of Anglican clergymen, re-ordained) be 
ccmmiutting sacrilege and be guilty of mortal sin. 
I hope to be able to show you that there really is 
nothing to this apparently insurmountable ob- 
stacle. 

In the first place then are you absolutely sure 
that Anglican Orders are valid? You have read 
enough, you say in your letters, to convince you 
that they “have been carefully guarded and pre- 
served.”” But has your reading been all on the 
Anglican side, have you taken the precaution to 
read also what Rome and her learned men have had 
to say against their validity? How can you be 
positively certain that you and the High Church 
clergy are right and the Church of Rome has been 
wrong ever since the Reformation, for Leo XIII 
only confirmed what has been the judgment of 
Rome since the days of Pole and Queen Mary as 
to Anglican ordinations. If you were absolutely 
without doubt, why did you take the trouble to 
study up the question at all, and have you made 
your studies sufficiently thorough to warrant you 
in assuming that your judgment is certainly more 
infallible on the subject than that of all the 
Successors of St. Peter from Paul IV to Pius X. 

And besides, if the validity of Anglican Orders 
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is so strong and convincing as you seem to have 
found it to be, why is it that neither the Orthodox 
Christians of the East or the Jansenists of Holland 
have ever been prevailed on to pronounce Angli- 
can Orders valid or to establish intercommunion 
with the Anglican Church in spite of the friendly 
relations existing between them? 

IN CASE OF DOUBT. 

But suppose you confess to yourself that after 
all down in your heart you have a lurking doubt 
about the validity of Anglican sacraments. 
What then? Why, the bottom at once falls out 
of your theory as to its being mortal sin to have 
the baptism and confirmation you have already 
received as an Anglican repeated in the Roman 
Catholic Church. For, as you know, it is no sin 
against the Holy Ghost, but rather our bounden 
duty to have repeated those sacraments about the 
validity of whose administration we have reason- 
able doubt. If you can give positive proof to the 
Roman authorities that you have been properly 
baptized and that the minister had the right 
intention, you will not be required to be re-bap- 
baptized and in any case the baptism will be 
conditional. 

“Yes,” you say, “but not so the confirmation. 
That will be administered unconditionally.” 
To be sure, for the Holy See having pronounced 
Anglican Orders invalid the Catholic Church has* 
no doubt that Anglican confirmation is no con- 
firmation at all and so confirms an Anglican 
convert sine conditione. But according to your 
present opinion the Pope made a mistake and 
therefore the Bishops commit sacrilege in thus 
confirming Anglicans. Not at all, for the Catho- 
lic Church is acting im good faith and where there 
is good faith there cannot be any sin in conferring 
or repeating a sacrament. 

The idea or notion seems to have lodged in the 
mind of certain Anglican High Churchmen that 
there is some intrinsic sacrilege committed, if 
@ sacrament once validly administered should 
perchance be repeated. Now in reality neither 
the sacrament of baptism nor of order can be 
actually, i. e., virtually repeated. God knows 
whether the person has really been baptized or 
has received the eternal priesthood of Jesus 


Curust, and if so all subsequent repetitions of 
outward administration of form and matter w 

be simply nil. No intrinsic or spiritual viol 
would by such a formal repetition be done to 
subject or would the Holy Spirit be forced thereby 
to do any violence to Himself. In such a case 
there would be no “inward and spiritual grace” 
co-operating with the “outward and visible sign.” 
The sin of sacrilege as attached to a sacrament lies 
solely in the sphere of conscience. To repeat 
with deliberate intention a baptism or a confirma- 
tion where no doubt as to validity existed, that 
Moral Theology teaches would be a mortal sin, 
but of such an intention the Catholic Church in 
her treatment of Anglican converts is entirely 
innocent. 

As for yourself, if you were to submit your own 
private opinion about Anglican Orders to the 
authoritative judgment of the Catholic Church, 
instead of committing a mortal sin you would be 
making an act of humility, eminently pleasing to 
Almighty God, and preparing your soul for the 
reception of yet further and greater graces. 

THE ANGLICAN RITE DEFECTIVE. 

In regard to Confirmation it is worth while for 
you to consider quite apart from the question of 
orders how very defective in both form and matter 
the Anglican rite of confirmation is. The Rev. 
Henry Holloway, an Anglican clergyman, writing 
on the subject in the Re-Union Magazine for 
August refers to the effort of the English Reform- 
ers to pattern the Prayer Book rite after the scrip- 
tural model, as they conceived it to be, and he 
says: “This close agreement, however, was 
purchased by breaking very considerably with the 
practice of the rest of the Church, viz., by the 
disuse of chrism, which in the Roman and Eastern 
Churches is held as the “matter” of Confirmation. 
This is a subject of regret, and gives occasion for 
exception to be taken against the validity of 
Anglican Confirmation.” (Cf. Re- Union Maga- 
zine, p. 323.) 

THE PARAMOUNT QUESTION. 

In regard to your duty under the circumstances 
of a divided Christendom there is a question of 
paramount importance which for conscience sake 
you will do well to ask yourself. It relates to 
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jurisdiction. By whose or by what authority do 
the Episcopal clergy here and elsewhere act in 
independence of Rome, even could you be certain 
that their orders were true orders? I gather from 
your letter that you have already come to recog- 
nize the divine right of the Pope to govern the 
entire Church of God. You are in agreement 
with the Fathers of the General Councils, that 
when our Lord gave to St. Peter the keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven and commanded him to feed 
the lambs and sheep of His Flock He gave him 
universal jurisdiction, i. ¢., supreme authority over 
the entire Church. How then do the Anglican 
clergy set up their altars in opposition to those in 


America and England which the successor of St. | 


Peter has sanctioned? Of course you know that 
it can all be traced back to Henry VIII and 
Queen Elizabeth, who by Acts of Parliament 
abolished in Great Britain the Christ-bestowed 
jurisdiction of the Pope and substituted the Royal 
Supremacy in its stead. If this usurpation of the 
Anglican authorities was a violation of the law of 
God in the sixteenth century it continues quite as 
much so today, for our Lord is “‘the same yester- 
day, today and forever” and no one but Himself 
can change the law He has imposed. 


Even, therefore, though you might believe | Ga chet adtiete 


them valid how can you go on receiving Anglican 


sacraments when you know them to be administer- | 


ed in violation to the decrees of Jesus Christ, Who 


would have all men to return to the obedience of | 


His Vicar, saying: “Other sheep I have which are 


not of this fold, they also will hear My voice and | 


there shall be one fold and one shepherd.” 

It would be better for you to receive no sacra- 
ments at all than to continue to receive them in 
disobedience to the Vicar of Christ. 

Trusting that I have helped you to see more 
clearly the will of God and prayjng to Him to give 
you the grace to act accordingly I am, 

Yours very sincerely, 


An important decree of the Sacred Congregation 


was issued in Rome on August 8, saying that the 


age at which children should be admitted to Holy | 
Communion “is the time when the child begins to | 


rez son, that is about the seventh year, more or less.”’ 


LETTERS FROM UTOPIA. 


Edited by Francis W. Grey, Litt. D. 


NOTE BY THE RECIPIENT, DOM GREGORY ROPER, 
0. S. B. OF EDINBURGH ABBEY, ENGLAND. 

It was my privilege, during a recent stay at our 
Abbey of Steenbrugge, in Belgium, to meet the 
Right Honorable Peter Giles of the Supreme Coun- 
cil, or Senate of Utopia, who with Dom Raphael 
Hythloday, Prior of Saint Mary's Abbey, Amaurot 
(the Capital of Utopia) had been sent by their 
Government to study and report on certain European 
religious, social and political problems, correspond- 
ing, more or less closely, to those affecting, or likely 
to affect, conditions in their own country, and to 
which frequent allusion is made in the following 
letters. These, I may say, were written al my re- 
quest, to enable others, besides myself to gain an 
insight into the views of an observant visitor from a 
country which, for practically four centuries, has 
been cut off from all intercourse with the outside 
world. But I will let the writer speak for himself, 


| only premising that I have purposely omitied any 


more exact dates than are here given, while carefully 
preserving the motioes, as one may call them, affixed 
to each letier, and which afford, as it were, a clue 


Letter IV. 
LOQUIMINI AD COR JERUSALEM. 
Council Chamber, Amaurot, Utopia. 
Saint Austin’s Day. 
Dear and Most Reverend Friend: 
It was your reverence, if I mistake not, that 
spoke of our Utopian pusiilus grex as “a Church 


| which had escaped the reformation.” ©’Tis a true 
| word. The visitation, so misnamed, was but new 


begun when our Fathers fied from the evil days 
that were coming upon Catholic Christendom. 


| We have had, doubtless, our besetments and our 


crosses, but, God be thanked, the Ademus and the 
Council of that day forbade that any should 
molest the nation’s guests, and, save for the 
vagaries and the fondness of the Erasmians, we 
have been, till these last days, well at peace, 
though not, God again be thanked, to the en- 
couragement of the soul’s idleness. A little flock, 
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in the midst of wolves which, withheld from 
ravening, have been ever ready to destroy, by 
force or guile, it has been God, His grace, and Our 
Lady Saint Mary’s help, whereby we have lived 
circumspectly, yet not at open war, as have you, 
our brethren. 

For it is true, as I see it, that the Church Catho- 
lic, in Europe, standeth, and hath stood, since the 
great apostacy, rather as a host at war, than as a 
city that is a peace, and hath been governed, as it 
were, by military law, more than by civil. War- 
fare, indeed, she hath always looked for, being the 
inevitable outcome of her state of pilgrimage, yet 
looked she never to wage conflict with her children, 
that had become her enemies. It is a warfare 
that hath left an impress on the Church which he 
that runs may read, if he choose. Pity ‘tis, if a 
man may take upon himself to say so, that the 
Church shonjd pass from one stage thereof to yet 
another, with no trace or stay between. 

Your reverence asks: Wherein I chiefly noted 
this? Therefore, to make answer, as I best may, 
it is in this sense of strife, of watchfulness, of 
beleaguerment, that I observed it. Yet Flanders, 
you will say, is a land professing our most holy 
religion. True, with a difference. It is a land 
professing our most holy faith, under arms; the 
religion, and the governance, as I said but now, 
of a camp, not of a city of habitation. The ene- 
my, one enemy, at least, hath been repulsed, but 
military law, as I also said, remains in force. 

You, that have studied history, will understand. 
Before the great apostacy, Catholic Christendom 
had but one outward enemy, the Turk. After- 


| ask, who know full well what I would say? 


*| replace the old; 


wards, an hundred. or a thousand; her rebellious | 


children. How it came about, save as a visita- 
tion for the Church's sins, God knoweth: “because 
iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax 
faint.” That Church, if a man may say so, 
Mistress, by Divine right of all Christened souls, | 
is deposed from her ancient state, exiled from the | 
lot of her inheritance. Yet that Church, such as 
our fathers knew, whether in England or in 
Flanders, is our Utopian Church today. 

So much, in brief. We took with us, on our 
strange pilgrimage, certain treasures, as you know, 


use and wont of our Ecclesia anglicana 
mostly English; yours, I might say, seeir 
clergy were of your most Holy Order. Ani 
we did begin, so have we continued. Our ch 
es, ornaments, our customs, are of that day 
of this, save wherein, by our Holy Father's « 
ing, certain matters are to be brought into 
mony with the Church’s present use. Of 
said Churches, with their ornaments, I shall | 
and it please God, to send you certain sun pict 
taken in the manner that your reverence sho 
me. 


cing 
our 
, as 
irch- 
not 
rder- 
har- 
“hese 
ype, 
ures 
wed 


But again you ask: Wherein we differ from vou. 
History, you say, tells you dry facts, and leaves so 
much to guesses, or to fancy. I answer, knowing 
both our use, and that of Flanders, according to 
my poor ability. Let me say, then, that the 
outward forms of certain Flemish churches, are 
much as ours. But the ornaments! ‘Tis, you 
will say, a minor matter; one of taste and use. 
True, again. Yet, doth not a changed spirit 
underlie the change? I know not, in good sooth, 


how to speak my mind herein, being neither clerk 


nor religious, lest, also, I give 
offence. 

And that changed spirit, does your reverence 
What 
This, that new forms of piety 
vernacular “devotions,” the 
liturgy and office. Men, I had almost said, have 
cheapened heaven, and would get there, if a man 
may judge, with as light labour as they may. 
These things, I doubt not, have their use, since 
Holy Mother Church alloweth them; but "tis new 
wine, and, for me, the old is “sweeter than honey 
and the honey comb.” I cannot change my 
fashion of prayer. Your reverence asks me to 


particularize, in this matter? I like not doing so; 


all unwittingly, 


are its signs? 


| but like, still less, to say you nay in anything, 


| 


| whesein I can anyway serve you. 

I note, then, that the learned laity have but 
little Latin, and still less of knowledge of the 
Church’s treasures of devotion, which is quite 
other than “devotions.” They “assist” at Mass, 
as "twere a mystery whereat they are but lookers 


| on, with no part therein, though the priest bids 
not least, the Holy Grail, of Glaston; also, the | them pray that his sacrifice and theirs—not less 
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theirs than his—be accepted of God. We, of 
Utopia, do as commonly converse in Latin, as in our 
own tongues, learned and unlearned alike; Latin, 
indeed, being the lingua franca common to all Uto- | 


pians, as near akin to the general speech. There- 


which, by a custom, now confirmed of His Holiness, | 
is said aloud throughout, as at an ordination. 
This much for that whereon Christ His Life in 
us is chiefly founded and nourished, Holy Mass. 
But the difference showeth itself manywise. 
Your reverence knoweth I took certain books of 
piety, hymns, and such other matter, home with | 
me to Amaurot. Being—I boast not of it, God | 
wot, "tis common to us all—not ill-read in the 
Church’s piety, and in her hymns, I made compar- 
ison between old and new, even as your reverence 
desired me to do. 
In the first ; that the writer’s mind was full of Christ, 
and of His Leve; next, that it had fed full, and 
toits desire, on the pleasant pastures of His written | 
word, and so was enriched in love and utterance: 
eructavil cor ejus verbum bonum. Truly, ‘out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” 
Do I then note, in these new writers, less love to 
Christ? God forbid. Yet do I note less of divine 
imagery concerning Him, gathered from Holy | 
Writ; more of the writer’s own imaginings; and 
God knoweth, ‘tis another matter. If you ask, 
Why? is not the answer plain? They do not love | 
Christ less, but have no fitting words wherein to tell | 
their love, to speak it rightly. They know not Holy 
Writ, nor the Church's treasures of devotion, and 
so lisp and stammer as they best may, God, I 
doubt not, understanding. More could I write on 
this matter, but let what is here written suffice. 
There is a difference, then, between devotion 
and devotions. Both are good but the first is 
better. It is good that loving souls should receive 
their Lord on certain days, of which we, in Utopia, 
know not anything; is it less good, or better, that 
we draw near to Him, as of loving course, each 
week, on His own Day, and on all great Feasts and 
Fasts of Holy Mother Church? God knoweth. 


| who follow your Holy Rule. 


Two things I note, in both. | 


| and make it one; 





Is it better men should pray to God in Holy 
Church’s words, or in their own? Again, God 
knoweth. Our feet stand, presently in the old 


paths. So stand yours, as well, God be thanked, 
Shall not others 
return to them, also, and find them pleasant and 


so plain, as is the Highway of Our Lord, that “the 


| wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err there- 
fore, we, learned and unlearned, follow Holy Mass, | 


in?” 


If it please God, and Our Lady Saint Mary. 
But the Church, men say, is no less at war, 


| today, but more, and in yet greater jeopardy, than 


when the great apostacy befell her, and needeth 
new weapons, for her new warfare. True, as to 
jeopardy: as to the weapons, ‘tis Dom Prior’s 
mind, and mine own, that the old are best. More, 


| if a man may take upon himself to say so, that the 


Church needeth not, for this new war, to abide in 
camp, wherein, it may be, she hath too long 
tarried, as itis. To speak plainlier still: her past 
captivity is ended, the old warfare is accomplished; 
that, as the Popes returned from Avignon to 
Rome, so should the Church resume her ancient 
rights, her dignities and splendour; should rule, 
once more, as Mistress by divine appointment, 
over a Christendom, rent, indeed, and torn asun- 
der, yet waiting, did she know it, for her to heal 
instaurare omnia in Christo. 
Shall she not stand in the old paths, and cry 
through the streets and lanes of the city, to all 
hungry souls: “Come, eat of my Bread, and drink 
of the Wine that I have mingled?”’ Then shall Her 
Lord say, by Her lips, to her scattered children, long 
estranged, yet yearning for her mother love and 
care: “Come unto Me, all ye who labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

Can these things be? I know not; God 
knoweth. I do but set down what I have learned, 
and think, even as your reverence desired. As for 
me, I grow weary of waiting till my pilgrimage 
shall end, yet wait patiently, until it shall please 
God to end it. 

Lovingly your friend in Our Lord, 
Peter Gries, Councillor of State, 
and of your Brotherhood, though unworthy. 

Note, by Dom Gregory Roper: Here the letters, 
I regret to say,come toanend. A brief note from 
the Prior of Amaurot tells how, on “St. Peter, 
His Chains, that faithful servant of God and of his 
country, Peter Giles, Councillor of State, fell 
asleep in Christ; adding: On whose soul, Sweet 


Jesu, have mercy.” 
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AMONG OUR EXCHANGES. 


Greatest CATHEDRAL OF THE WEST. 

The great three million dollar Cathedral of 
Archbishop Ireland, at St. Paul, is slowly rising 
from its massive foundations. Stone by stone 
and block by block the great gray granite struc- 
ture is taking form and when completed will be, 
they say, the most magnificent Catholic Cathe- 
dral in all America. 

It will be 274 feet long, 214 feet wide and the 
dome will have a diameter of 120 feet. Its front 
or facade will have a height of 130 feet. There 
will be 12 chapels, besides others away from the 
main floor. It will seat 3,400. In response to 
his appeal, Archbishop Ireland has, so far received 
from his own diocesans $1 ,672,390.— The Catholic 
Columbian. 


Aw AMERICAN VICARIATE NEEDED. 
writes a Priest, “that the 
Catholic world opens its eyes to the work of the 
Protestants in China; it is stupendous. Do not 
imagine that you have any conception of their 
work. I have been studying it at close range, and 
am in correspondence with the leading members 
of the sects here. 

“In the eyes of the Chinese the Catholic Church 
is French or Italian, the Protestant is American. 


“It is high time,” 


I had trouble lately in persuading some Chinese of, 


the upper class that I was American and a Catho- 
lic Priest. Catholics must change the current 
opinion. The way to do it is to start an American 
Vicariate here. All other nations have their 
vicariates. New York alone could support such a 
venture. Where will we get the missionaries? 
God only knows. If America intends to do some- 
thing great and lasting, an American vicariate is a 
prime necessity. An American Bishop, American 
missionaries—Priests and Sisters—and American 
money to support us. Start and see the result!’ 
—The Good Work. 


Tue Cuurcs rn SPAIN. 
The Church in Spain is the oldest institution 


which the country has. Its charter and inherited 
rights go back beyond the present Constitution, 
the present reigning house, or its predecessor, 
clear back even before Spain became a united 


| kingdom under the Catholic kings, when the 


Moslem was driven from Spanish soil. Its history 
is the history of Spain, and it is the one enduring 
monument which Spain has to tell of its struggles 
and progress. In the mind of the Spaniard it is 
almost impossible to disassociate the Church {rom 
Spain itself; they are one and indissoluble. 

this viewpoint that makes much of the pres 
situation in Spain incomprehensible to the 
sider. One might as well try to separate his 
family identity from his personal identity; to the 
average Spanish mind it is unthinkable. At 
present the Church is composed of nine arc 
bishoprics or provinces, with forty-seven suff 
gan bishoprics or dioceses. The Archbisho; 
Toledo is the Primate of all Spain, and Patriarc 
of the Indies. There are in all Spain some 17. 
organized parishes, having 22,558 churches 
7,568 chapels, which are served by 33,303 priest 
As a whole the figures do not show that Spain 
abnormally overcrowded with priests, although in 
some of the dioceses the dwindling of population 
within the last century has left them supplied with 
more churches and clergy than possibly they need 
at the present day. On the other hand, many 
places in Spain show that the Church is under- 
equipped with clergy. Nearly the entire popula- 
tion is Catholic. There were in 1900 some 213,000 
foreigners in Spain, whose religious affiliations 
were not counted, some 7,500 Protestants, 4,500 
Jews, and from 18,000 to 20,000 Rationalists, 


| Indifferentists, and others. This is as near as the 


census can inform us.—Andrew Shipman in Cath- 
olic World. 
Women’s Sociat Work rn SwItzERLAND. 

Remarkable are the results achieved by the 
Arbeiterinnen-verein, or workwomen’s union. In 
the factories in and around the town some 3,500 
women and girls are employed, many of whom 
necessarily live away from their homes, and of 
these factory-workers and embroiderers, no less 


| than 2,400 are organized in the Catholic Ar- 


beiterinnen-verein. It is a splendid result, repre- 
senting an arduous ten years’ work. In England, 
and, I believe, in most European countries, 
work girls of all trades have usually shown them- 
selves singularly indifferent to the advantages of 
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s-unions and sadly lacking in any intelligent 
social spirit. That the progress of the Swiss 
unions should have been so rapid is no doubt 
partly due to the excellence of Swiss education, 
but in part also to the inspiring ideals preached by 
the Swiss Vereine. Economic principles are never 
quickly grasped by women, but when they are 
skillfully linked with definite material advantages. 
and the whole movement is infused with a religious 
spirit, the sex is not slow to respond. So at least 
one may assume from the experience of St. Gall. 
The women’s union is entirely autonomous as far 
as its internal administration is concerned, but it 
is affiliated to, and directly represented in, the 
Central Federation at Zurich, and on its economic 
side it is closely linked to the men’s unions. Thus 
the Savings Bank, Sick and Burial Clubs, and old 
Age Pension Fund serve equally for men and 
women, while the latter are, of course, among the 
regular customers of the co-operative shop 
“Concordia.” — Virginia M. Crawford in The Cath- 
olic W orld. 


TRIBUTE TO THE SISTERS. 


Archbishop O’Connell paid the following glow- 
ing tribute to the work and self-sacrifice of the 
religious Sisterhoods of the Church, at one of the 
sessions of the Educational convention in Boston: 

“One has not a vocabulary to express the senti- 
ments one feels in the presence of these noble 


women. Each one of those varied habits tells a 
story. But the unified story of all is devotion to 
this great force of Catholic education. We see 
the patient faces, the wearied bodies, but there is a 
spirit of faith in the eye which says, ‘I will work 
until I die in this glorious calling in which I have 
been placed to help the Church.’ 

“We ask the world to come here and look at this 
spectacle. There are no such spectacles outside 
of the Catholic Church. There’are other glorious 
things. I do not wish to retract. There are 
millions of men and women outside of the Catho- 
lic Church doing wonderful things, and wonderful 
things for God, too, since every good thing is for 
Him. But when I look at this united body of 
women, ever patient, never self-seeking, content 

ith everything, plodding along under the most 
difficult circumstances without a word of com- 


plaint, living in houses almost unfit for habitation, 
sometimes eating food that is scarcely the nourish- 
ment one would pick out for hard-working women. 
I tell you I haven't the words to express my ad- 
miration, yes, far more than that, my veneration, 


| for these noble women of God.”—The Catholic 


Columbian. 


Waat American Catwotics Lack. 

There are households in our own country, 
known to every reader, where affection rules and 
fairly good order is kept, notwithstanding a per- 
vading off-handedness which is disconcerting in 
the extreme to a stranger. One thinks it a pity 
that the parents are so non-regnant, that the 
brothers and sisters are so argumentative, and 
that the general atmosphere is so entirely void of 
courtesy: yet it must be acknowledged that these 
unhappy characteristics sometimes mark a truly 
happy family. We smile over it all, analyze it a 
bit by way of gossip, allow for it as a phase or a 
freak, wonder at it, and let it pass. The one thing 
we should never dream of doing (because we really 
do know better!) is to rest our minds upon it as the 
ideal condition at home. 

“The age of chivalry has departed:” yea, by my 
beard! and departed more utterly and intricately 
than Burke, in his still courtly century, could have 
foreseen. Among our millions, outside the 
cloister, there is practically no recollection, no 
interior life; our mad scrimmage of circumstance 
has seen to that, our souls are hardly to blame. 
And our demeanor is just what would be looked 
for. The children of the Church in Germany 
have a most passionate loyalty; in England, a 
touching and profound reverence; in Ireland, an 
incredible intensity of faith; in Brittany, a holy 
simplicity. What is our distinguishing trait? It 
is a soul of hearty, rational religiousness, clannish, 
generous, faithful enough; yet its very hall-mark 
is an inconsiderate curtness. It smokes and whis- 
tles, as it were, in the house; it says “Dad” and 
“Sis; it comes and goes, banging the door. A 
Happy Family; but—O times, O manners! Surely 
not quite thus should God be served, or saints 
consort together? Let us face the fact that in 
refusing to school ourselves in the lore of the 
sanctuary, where short-hand methods are no 
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longer possible, we are simply working out our the Holy Name? Who bows now to say or 
own disinheritance, and losing the Catholic spirit. | 


Very much could be said by way of pointing 
this sad warning. Look at our modern Catholic 


| ful Anglicans across the street are unanir 


cemeteries, all over the Union, with their gigantic | 


granites, miracles of ill-taste and lavish cost. 
They are filled with pillars, blocks, triangles and 
cubes; tablets and scrolls; allegorical weeping 
figures; and gigantic urns draped with palls or 
willow-branches. Vulgarity aside, what atrocious 
paganism! If there at all, the Cross is usually 
there as an apologetic finial. Below are names 
and dates, sometimes all the virtues of the de- 
ceased in detail, sometimes his poor worldly 
titles and offices, sometimes even his semi- 
artistic effigy, plus mention of that relative who 
erected the monument; but words asking for 
prayers, texts of Holy Scripture—where are they? 
For that dear, pathetic, once-universal Oraie the 
starved eye searches a long, long time in vain. 
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sing 
it, or to hear it sung or spoken? Only a few pious 
old Irish folk, among ourselves; while the heed- 
vusly 
and ceremoniously honoring one more of our 
precious ancestral customs discarded. It isthe 
same with the Gloria. Many persons would be 
astonished to be reminded that the Gloria stil] 
ends every Asperges me chanted before high 
Mass. 

One consequence of this foolish eclecticism is 
that our spiritual armory shows the most grotes- 
que and deplorable impoverishment, The “Hail 
Mary,” in particular, is made into a drudge-o/-all- 
work, doing duty for everything. But the Catho- 


| lic spirit, which is never intent on saving thought 


or trouble, still dictates a glorious, varied wealth 


| of prayer and praise for all occasions, sober, mas- 


| culine, soul-searching. 


Again, what sort of letters of condolence to our | 


average Catholic lay-people write to their friends, 
on occasions of acute bereavement? It is seri- 
ously spoken, and not without large inquiry, that 
a thoroughly heathen philosophy characterizes the 
majority of these, and that only one in five sound 
that true supernatural note which is the bugle- 
call to rally the broken-hearted. What betokens 


A priest known to the 
writer, visiting our country some years ago, was 
greatly struck by the fact that penitents in the 


| confessional, giving every good sign, otherwise, of 


| not know where to find them!” 


all this alien attitude towards our most sacred | 


dealings with death and the grave, unless it be 
the loss, actual or impending, of the Catholic 
spirit? 

Take some smaller matters, straws yet signifi- 
cant of the wind. 
the United States, in the pulpit or out of it, are 
very fond of saying “Christ,” or “The Lord,” 
sometimes “The Master,”’ terms of respectful 
coldness, all of which we have adopted! But the 
Church has “Christ Our Lord,” or “Our Blessed 
Lord,” in all her written formularies. Nor does 
Our Lady get her true domestic title often. She 
is indeed “The Blessed Virgin” to most; yet how 
often has one not heard “The Virgin,” “The 
Madonna,” or for that matter, “Mary,” tout 
court, from Catholic lips? Stranger yet, in the 
way of compromise and fatal minimizing, why are 
we giving up all traditional outward deference to 


| Gloria or the Te Deum? 


Our separated brethren all over | 





a Christian education, had none of these immemo- 
rial forms by heart. Fain would he have pre- 
scribed (of course, in English), the Magnificat or 
the Benedictus, the Jesus Psalter, or the Lauda 
Sion. The reply was epidemic: “But, Father, I do 
A Sodality confer- 
ence is called; proceedings open, perhaps, with the 
Veni Creator? By no means: with three Hail 
Marys. It closes, one might think, with the 
No: with three more 
Hail Marys! A congregation is asked to plead for 
its own dead, or its own dying, every Sunday, at 
every Mass. Certainly there is a suitable Collect, 
Deus qui nos in tantis periculis; certainly there is 
the specific and exquisite appropriate psalm De 
Profundis. At that time, in that place, are these 
ever used? Not a whit do we care for all the 
beautiful distinctions born of the royal decorum 
and the tender individualizing love of our Mother. 
The Catholic spirit is too dormant in us. If some 
angel, some “celestial surgeon,” be sent to pierce 
and arouse it, in our bright, profane Western 
World, may it not be said without irreverence, 
that no easy job will lie before him?—X, in 
America. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 


Ture Younc Man’s Guipe: Counsels, Reflec- 
fiens and Prayers for Catholic Young Men, by 
Rev. Francis X. Lasance. Bensiger Bros. Price 
$1.00 

The name of the Author, Fr. Lasance, is suffi- 
Gent recommendation of itself to win for this 
book many purchasers. 

Thoughts on the Religious Life, My Prayer 
Book, Prayer Book jor Religious, Visits to Jesus in 
the Tabernacle, Manual of the Holy Eucharist, 
Mass Devotions and Readings on the Mass are some 
of the works which have made Father Lasance so 
very well known by the pious faithful everywhere 
in the Catholic Church of America. Some time 
ago the Author put forth “The Catholic Girl's 
Guide” and it was its great success which has led 
to the publication at the present time of The 
Young Man's Guide. 

The book is exceedingly compact in size, so 
that it can be carried conveniently in the coat 
pocket to and from Mass, and yet it numbers 782 
pages. Five hundred pages are devoted to short 
treatises on a hundred different subjects relating 
to the conduct and spiritual life of youths and 
young men and the balance of the book is an 
admirable compilation of prayers and devotions 
for use at Church and at home. We cannot rec- 
ommend the book too highly. 

Tut Epucation or tae Wu: The Theory and Prac- 
tice of Self-Culture by James Payot, Liit.D., Ph.D. 

Authorized translation by Smith Ely Jelliffe, M-.D., 
Ph.D. visiting Neurologist City Hospital, New York, etc., 


etc., Funk & Wagnalls Company New York and London, 
1909. 

This translation is made from the thirtieth French 
edition. It is the work of a specialist in psychology; and 
from the author's treatment, as well as from the very nature 
of the subject itself, may properly be fegarded as a worthy 
addition to the science of morality. The book is deserving 
of a scientific criticism, but the point of interest to readers 
of Tue Lamp is the fact that, like so many modern 
writings of the kind, it is frankly Pelagian, or rather, 
pagan. The ideal of self-mastery is to be realized by 
putting in practice a knowledge of the laws of psychology 
Divine grace, without which we can do no good thing, is 
implicitly denied. Thus to cite one of many similar 
passages, “what the Catholic religion can accomplish for 


the nobler natures of humanity enables us to see what 
could be done for the finer minds of our young people; for 
we cannot say that the revealed religions make use of 
means which are beyond our power to employ.” The 
power that sustains and inspires Christian morality 
is sacramental grace, which is precisely that thing that 
makes Christian character a living reality, and without 
which pagan ethics never were, nor can be, anything more 
than a beautiful philosophy. In the light of history, it is 
a fond delusion of the learned and high-minded author to 
think, that he can substitute a motive-power that will edu- 
cate the unruly wills of sinful men (whether they be 
“thinking men" or not) for “the forces wielded by the 
Catholic Church, that incomparable mistress of character.” 
Dissection of the soul, no more than dissection of the 
body, can reveal the source of life. And the Church holds 
the secret of spiritual training which science can never 
discover because it cannot discern spiritual things 
iE & & 


Curistian Scrence Acarnst Itsecr, by Rev. M. W. 
Gifford, Ph.D., Cincinnati, Jennings and Pye; New York, 
Eaton and Maines. Price One dollar 

Many clever writers in the last twenty years have treated 
adversely of Christian Science but as far as we are familiar 
with this department of literature, and it constitutes a 
library almost by itself, Mr. Gifford is to be catalogued not 
only as the most recent but as the most crushing of Mrs. 
Eddy’s critics, his logic is as pulverizing as 2 steam roller 
As far as logic can demolish any heresy whatsoever Mr. 
Gifford’s book has demolished “Science and Health” 
together with its authoress and sole proprictress, but as 
logic is utterly foreign to the whole Eddy system we fear 
those who are under the spell of this remarkable delusion 
will hardly be convinced of their folly by Dr. Gifford’s 
scathing expose. 

Brt that the book may speak for itself we give a catena 
of quotations: 

“No fanaticism, perhaps, in six hundred years, has been 
built upon more absurd and self-contradictory tenets than 
this same system of so-called Science and Health, promul- 
gated by one Mrs. Eddy, who lays claim to having ‘dis- 
covered’ the secret of perpetual youth, the true elixir of 
life. 

“We have carefuly read and closely watched through the 
entire work on Science and Health for a single case in which 
she has tried to prove her doctrines on any recognized 
scientific method, but have failed to find one instance. 
The whole system rests on the simple assertion of things as 
facts,—dogma and nothing more. She continually talks of 
her theories as susceptible of demonstration; and yet not 
in a single instance does she demonstrate her propositions 
in a scientific and rational way, so as to subject them to 
scientific criticism. And if we were to apply the tests of 
scientific criticism to her so-called demonstrations, she 
would meet these criticisms by dogmatically asserting that 





566 & UT OMNES UNUM SINTS 








all our so-called science is false and nothing but mortal 
errors. What else could she say, consistently with her 
creed as she lays it down in her book? We ask the reader's 
careful and thoughtful consideration of this fact, as we 
cannot deal with Mrs. Eddy as we would deal with any 
reputed or acknowledged scientist. Be it rememberefl 
that Mrs. Eddy repudiates all the natural or physical 
sciences, and does so without any logical proof against 
them whatever, but wipes them out by her own imperious 
dogmatic assertion. 

“We have already said that the teachings of Mrs. 
Eddy's book, ‘Science and Health,’ are wholly subversive 
of the teachings of the Old and New Testaments. Now, 
we do not ask the reader to take our word for this state- 
ment. All we ask is for him to go carefully with us through 
Mrs. Eddy's Recapitulation of her own teachings as she 
compiled it herself. We will not burden you with all her 
incoherencies relating to these doctrinal points they 
neither elucidate nor explain, but simply obscure and be- 
wilder. There is no finite being in heaven above, nor in 
the waters under the earth, that could understand what 
she dees mean by all her statements. No lunatic ever 
uttered more incoherent babblings than are collected to- 
gether in her book, as any rational being will see who reads 
it, using the reason that God has given him in considering 
it. 

“This strange woman claims the Bible as her only text 
book; and yet ridicules the religion and worship of the 
Tews as mythological and idolatrous. She rejects part of 
the Bible as myth, and the rest she mystifies till not a 
single fact or doctrine of the Scriptures remains. She 
says her only guide and text-book is the Bible, and yet she 
has rejected every doctrine contained in the Holy Book, 
and denied everything that God has declared therein. 

“She tells us that ‘Christ had a triumphant exit from tlre 
flesh’ and yet writes her whole book to convince us that 
there is.no flesh and no matter in the universe.” 


We take much pleasure in calling our readers’ attention 
to the St. Michael Almanac published by the Society of 
the Divine Word, Techny, Ill. Price 25c. It is edited in 
both English and German the reading matter and illus- 
trations being different in each, but both contain an abun- 
dance of good family reading. 


THE HISTORIC CHRIST. 


The cry “Back to the historic Jesus” has been dinned 
into our ears ed nauseam. We have had enough, it is said, 
of the unreal idealized Christ presented to us by the formu- 
laries of orthodox theology: we want to get behind that 
figure, and to see the real living man Jesus, who actually 
moved and taught upon the soil of Palestine. Hence 
the long succession of liberal theologians for the past two 
centuries has been unceasingly employed in the attempt to 
depict the “Jesus of history” as He actually was. The 


history of this movement of historical “reconstruction,” 
from Reimarus (1694-1768) down to our owr y, is 
melancholy reading to any one who is not possess y the 
prejudices of liberal theology; and, as we rea 1 long 
procession of strange figures passes before our eyes. ranging 
in character from the ideal man to a deluded h Ota 








djsreputable charlatan, each bearing the label “the historic 
Jesus,” each professedly portrayed from a study cf the 
facts, and each possessed of no real existence apart from 
the inventive imagination of the critics. A writ whe 
can scarcely be accused of excessive devotion to tra:litional 
views, has said with truth that “when we are biden to 
choose between the Jesus of history and the C 
dogma, few, except professed students, know what . 
tean and kaleidoscopic figure the ‘Jesus of hist is.” 
—W. T. C. Sheppard, O.S.B., in Catholic World 


“MARY IS THE GREAT MOULD OF Gt 
Ven. GriGNon DE MONTFORT 


Were I as wax touched by the sun, 
Or metal molten in the fire, 
Into thy perfect mould to run 
And take what shape thou would’st desir 
But being formless, hard and crude 
Thy chisel I must long endure 
In blows that chip the matter rude, 
And slowly form the model pure 
E’en were I as th’ insentient block, 
Still, unresisting ‘neath Thy Hand, 
No fear of false or careless knox k 
To mar the beauty wisdom plann'd 
But Lord, my cross-grain’d nature's twist 
Is slow to soften, hard to shape; 
Let me no more Thy tool resist— 
Nor from Thy melting-pot escapx 
Moruer Sr. Jerome, La Retraite, Brug 


TU ES SACERDOS. 


Thou art a Priest forever! Bilest the day 
Whose sun has ris'n to kiss thy nsing prayer 
The ashen habit thou wast wont to wear 
Yields to the broidered vestment; thou dost lay 
Anointed hands upon us as we pray; 
And with the crown the burdened cross dost bea 
The sorrows of the Crucified to share. 
Thou art a Priest, whose Sign rust fight away 
Spirits of sin; upon the infant brow 
Falls from thy hands the cleansing crystal stream; 
Two souls by thee are one; but, all supreme, 
Each dawn by thee God offers up the Feast; 
And at life's eve the Unction giveth thou; 
Whom may the angels shield, who art a Priest 
Benjamin Francis Musser 
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